
English 10 – A 
Patricia Rusek - prusek@birmingham.k12.mi.us 

 

Overview:  English 10 A covers literature from early origins to the twentieth century and is designed to 
explore writing that characterizes themes in 2 units:   
 

1. Landscape: The Spirit of Place 
2. Individualism: The Journey Within 

 
Students will examine how culture and experience influence points of view and how setting affects plot 
and character.  They will also look at the inherent value in authentic identity and the role of 
communication in relationships.  Students will read a variety of literature styles; including novels, 
poetry, drama and essays.  During this course, students will be expected to write a variety of essays 
demonstrating their understanding of the literature and the thematic content within. 
 
Course Literature 
Summer Reading, Choice Novel (see assignment on the English Department website) 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian, by Sherman Alexie 
Walden, by Henry David Thoreau 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe, by Benjamin Alire Saenz 
Independent Student Choice Book 
Selected Poetry and Essays 
 
Grading Policy:  Each essay, test, or assignment handed in will be worth one letter grade, ranging from A 
to E.  Occasionally, assignments may be worth two grades.  The following weight distribution will be 
used:  

 Projects/Papers-40% 

 Tests-20% 

 Homework/Participation-40% 
 
Overall, this will be worth 80% of the Term Grade.  The Final Exam will be worth 20% of the Term Grade. 
 
Materials 
Students are expected to come to class prepared with the appropriate novel, textbook, and/or 
assignments.   
 
Essays, Assignments and Tests 
All essays are due on their assigned due date.  Any essay that is not submitted to the plagiarism server, 
www.turnitin.com, on time, will not receive credit.  Assignments will not be accepted if a student 
received an unexcused absence for this class on the day the assignment is due.  All assignments are due 
the day upon a student’s return from an excused absence.  When a student returns from an absence, it 
is the student’s responsibility to schedule any make-up test with Mrs. Rusek.  It needs to be taken within 
two days. 
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Any student who is in the building on the day the essay is due, must turn in his/her essay.  In the event 
that I am absent on the day an essay is due, the substitute will collect all essays.  
 
Over the term of this course, each student may revise and resubmit an essay in order to improve the 
analysis or form within one week of the return of the original graded essay.  In order to receive credit for 
a resubmitted essay, a student must make significant changes.  It is assumed that with each revision and 
with each newly assigned essay, a student’s grade will only improve if progress is seen in his/her writing 
and analysis over the course of the semester.  The original graded essay must accompany the rewritten 
copy. 
 
Plagiarism – Please review the English Department Policy on plagiarism. 
 
 
Students may be exempted from any of the course literature – and assigned an alternative text - if 
parents contact the teacher via email within 1 week of the trimester start. 
 
 
 
The best way to reach me is via Email:  prusek@birmingham.k12.mi.us 
 
 
 
*A copy of this syllabus is on Mrs. Rusek’s school teacher page.* 
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Dear Families, 
 

The Birmingham Public Schools English Language Arts curriculum has been fully reviewed over the past several 
years. Changes have been made at every grade, and we believe our new curriculum will be more engaging for 
students while adding opportunities for deeper skill development.  The parameters for curriculum decisions were 
set by our Subject Area leadership Team (SALT) members, which is comprised of teachers and administrators 
representing grades K-12. The SALT used multiple references in setting these parameters, including: 
 

 Michigan State Standards for English Languages Arts  

 Standards for the English Language Arts developed jointly by the National Council of Teachers of English 
(NCTE) and the International Reading Association (IRA). 

 The Birmingham Public School Strategic Plan, 2014-18 
 

Overall, our Leadership Team sought to add student choice and positive learning experiences for all students. They 
relied on research to determine how to include student choice while maintaining a curriculum that provided 
important skill development in challenging yet supportive learning environments. Through years of dialogue with 
university professors, reading published articles of best practice, identifying teaching approaches that engage 
students in their own learning, attending conferences, and networking with peers and colleagues both in and out 
of Birmingham Schools, decisions were made that we believe will enhance student learning.  
Over time, nearly 50 teachers and administrators were involved in redesigning our curriculum. This work included 
identifying the progression of learning standards and resources that will support those standards. Our courses 
have been restructured to create a better continuation of skills, with the goal of eliminating repetition of learning 
standards. With our new curriculum, all students will develop literacy with stronger application skills in multiple 
situations.  
 

In order to assist our students in developing a love of reading through engagement and enjoyment in the topics, 
the list of novels used in secondary classes has been redefined. While some classic titles remain in the curriculum, 
we have also added some contemporary works that address the society that our students currently experience, or 
will experience when they leave Birmingham Public Schools. Overwhelmingly, student choice in reading selections 
and strong instructional practices continue to be highlighted as key components in developing student literacy.  
The selection of contemporary pieces of literature was made with great care. While some of the books will 
challenge student thinking about race, sexuality, social justice, and dystopian societies, these titles are likely no 
less controversial than titles that first appeared on high school reading lists in the 1950s and remain there today. 
The selections are award-winning books that we believe will become classics in their own rights, some of which 
may already be considered neo-classic texts.  
 

We encourage parents to read the selections with their child and have open and honest conversations about the 
topics. As always, you are encouraged to speak with your child’s teacher about any of the titles listed. All of the 
topics will be handled with care. Please keep in mind that all resources used in our courses have been selected to 
align with the thematic units of study that are outlined in the attached document. 
 

Support at home is critical to student success. As educators, we strive to do what is best for all students and are 
open to any conversations that you wish to have. 
 

Students may be exempted from any of the course literature – and assigned an alternative text - if 
parents contact the teacher via email before December 4, 2018. 
 

I have read the syllabus and the information on English Arts Curriculum, 
 
Student Signature: __________________________________________ Date _______________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________ Date _______________ 



English Language Arts Plagiarism Policy  
 

Plagiarism can be defined as submitting another person’s ideas, words, images, or data without giving that person 
credit or proper acknowledgement. Plagiarism, a form of academic dishonesty, is equivalent to stealing and will 
not be tolerated. Because of the increased prevalence and the ease of copying other people’s work, the teachers 
and administration of Seaholm High School feel the need to inform students how to maintain their integrity and 
academic standards. General information regarding Seaholm’s plagiarism policy can be found in the student 
handbook on page twenty four.  
 

Writing assignments such as essays should be treated like a quiz or test. Just as you would not show your 
completed test to a classmate during test time, you should not share your writing assignments.  Be aware that 
plagiarism may be applied to ALL assignments in class, not just papers. This includes (but is not limited to) 
worksheets, tests, quizzes, and bookwork. Students are expected to complete their own work.   
 

In order to clarify what constitutes plagiarism, you should be aware that you have committed plagiarism when 
you: 

● Use phrases, quotes, or ideas that are not your own without citing.  
● Paraphrase the words of another, even though you may have changed the wording or sentence structure 

without citing.  
● Submit a paper written by you for another class (academic dishonesty). 
● Submit a paper from an essay service or agency, even though you may have paid for the essay. 
● Submit a paper by another person even though he or she may have given you permission to use the essay.  
● Directly copy an assignment from another student, either with or without his or her permission.  
● Give an assignment to another student to copy in whole or in part and claim as his or her own. 
● Provide documents or pictures of your work to other students for “inspiration.” This still makes you 

complicit in plagiarism. 
 

Procedure for dealing with suspected plagiarism 
● Review the student handbook.  
● The student and parent will be contacted by the teacher and by building administration. 
● The student will receive a zero on the assignment.  
● The student may receive an academic misconduct, which is kept on file throughout high school.  

 

Policy adopted from: www.www.joneshs.k12.ok.us  
I have read and understand the rules regarding plagiarism and have discussed them with my child. I understand 
plagiarism may result in a zero on the assignment and/or additional disciplinary action.  
 

Students will need to review the plagiarism policy and have this document signed every trimester that they are in 
an English class. Contract must be returned by the end of the first full week of class. 
 

Trimester:  1 2 3 
 

Class/ Hour/ Teacher: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Student Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
 

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent/ Guardian Name: ________________________________________________________ 
 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________________  
   
Parent/Guardian Phone Number: _________________________________________________  
  

Parent/Guardian Email: _________________________________________________________    

https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=4228&dataid=16697&FileName=2018.2019%20Seaholm%20Student%20Handbook%20FINAL.pdf

